KABLOONA
bustling. Men and women ran alongside, the long whip flashed
out at one or another of the dogs: here was a crone who com-
plained and was given a word of comfort, there an old pot
swinging loose that had to be retied; and of a sudden a sled
would sway, guided so that the runners would not meet the
fresh dog-droppings whose momentary warmth would melt the
carefully spread coat of ice.
And with all this, we seemed hardly to advance through the
wide and monotonous expanse. Our first stop was near a fish-
camp, where each man had his cache and provisions were to be
taken on. The stones were removed, the cache opened, a great
chunk of frozen fish hacked off with an axe; and this was to be
their food pending the catching of the first seal. Whenever we
stopped like this, the driver would stand off to right or left of the
dogs, and with a lojig slow flick of the whip caress each husky
that remained standing. At that gentle stroke, the dog would
lie down; but indeed most were so trained and habituated to
this, that as soon as they stopped they lay down in their tracks.
Then there were a hundred things to do: unload the old woman,
for her muscles ached; give suck to the baby; disentangle the
crossed harness of the dogs; drink tea; after which the men
would stand apart with their pipes and talk shop. The Eskimo
is never at a loss for reasons to linger by the way. Because his
life is hard, his leisure is precious; and except among peasants
and common labourers, there is no such pleasure taken from an
hour's idleness in our civilized world. I was learning, besides,
that the Eskimo always does what he wants to do the moment
the notion comes to him of doing it. This day was the first on
which I began to see in the Eskimo something attractive, and in
his existence something that a civilized man might envy.
*
Utak's family, and I with them, were not bound immediately
for the seal-camp, but as Eskimo etiquette demanded that we
escort the others a little distance, we spent two hours in their
company before stopping to watch them out of sight and then
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